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NOVEMBER 30TH FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

St. Vincent DePaul Devonport Update 

 

Our committee of seven meets fortnightly 
to share and report on wellbeing and food 
parcels to  individuals and families  in need. 
We acknowledge considerable support 
from businesses in the village and beyond.  
The Fresh Market in Devonport, The Village 
Butchery in Hauraki Corner, Daily Bread in 
Eversleigh Road and the Devonport New 
World Supermarket all donate to SVDP on a 
regular basis.   This Christmas, Adrian from 
The Village Chiropractor has put together 
several big hampers of Christmas food and 
treats for us to distribute. Huge thanks also 
goes to our parishioners for their regular 
donations of food and funds . Part of our 
mission is to visit people who may be 
isolated or in need of company .If you are 
aware of anyone in need please refer them 
to us and we will do what we can to help. 
We wish you all a Christmas filled with the 
Holy Spirit’s grace  and Christ’s love. 
 

Advent Begins this Sunday, and a new 
Liturgical Year: Year A II 

The Liturgical Ministers for our Parish
(Welcome, Word and Holy 

Communion) will be commissioned at 
this weekend’s Masses.   

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION RITE 2 

North Shore Parishes 

The Second Rite of Reconciliation respects 
the privacy of each penitent, while also 

acknowledging the sacrament's communal 
nature. It can be a moving experience to pray 

for one another in this way as we seek 
forgiveness. 

December: All @ 7.00pm 

Sunday 7th
 Devonport St Francis de Sales & 

All Souls 

Tues 9th
 Torbay St Francis de Sales 

Wed 10th
 Orewa St John Evangelist 

Thurs 11th
 Takapuna St Joseph 

Tues 16th
 Northcote St Mary 

Wed 17th
 Glenfield St Thomas More 

Fri 19th
 Beach Haven St Maria Assumpta 

 

Why not think about a Bible Diary for 
2026?  Published by the Claretian Order , 
with proceeds supporting  the poor in 
India, the Bible Diary provides daily 
readings and guidance.  See copies on sale 
at the back of the Church $20. 
Also the Columban Calendar—a saint for 
every day in beautiful  artworks. $12, 
supporting the Columban missions. 



Ministries Sat  29th November  Sun  30th November 

Welcome Shawn Pearce-Blom  Anne Gibson 

Readers Steve Burke   Nevil Gibson 

  Riaan Blom   Ben Upton 

Communion Kevin Isidro   Gabriel Sagripanti  

  Kasey Isidro   Pauline Baker  

      Maryanne Offner 

 

Ministries Sat  6 December  Sun  7 December 

Welcome Kath Petrie   Joseph Wolfkamp 

Readers Nicky Witham-Blackwell Yem Braid 

  Damian Wallis  Sarah Sparks 

Communion Riaan Blom   Francisca  K.  

  Kitt Isidro   Flo Sapa’u 

      Monica Duot. 

We remember in prayer those who have died, and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Nov 30: George Sinclair 1962, Justin Farrell 2003 

Dec 01: Mario Isidro 1934, Patricia Bolger 1952, Kathleen Dolan 
1996, Patrick Baker 2000, Patricia Vieyra 2003 

Dec 02: Victor (Vic) Clarke 2020 Leone Bronlund 2020 

Dec 03: Tony Pearce 1984, Kathleen Sandford 1994, Patrick Hickey 
2021 

Dec 04: Msgr Alfred Huia Hyde 1985, Keith Hooper 2020; Nola 
Hendry 2021 

Dec 05: Valda Murphy 2002, Alvin Josef 2008 

Prayer during the 
week: 

Monday: Rosary 6 pm in the 
church.                                       
Meditative Prayer  6.30 
Meeting Room                        
Friday 5 December:  
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  12.30—3        
Divine Mercy Chaplet       
5.30 –7 Adoration.  All 
welcome. 

Monday 8 December: Feast 
of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary: Praying 
all 4 Mysteries of the Rosary 
9.30-11.30 followed by 
shared morning tea. 

The Advent season begins where Ordinary Time left off — with the coming of Christ at the end of 
time. Paul and Matthew issue an urgent call to be vigilant, to be awake and ready for the day of the 
Lord. Their note of warning is counter-balanced by the expansive vision of the prophet Isaiah. He 
foresees a time of universal peace, a world illuminated by the light of the Lord. The call to be watchful is 
a challenge for us to be fully alive in the here and now. 

First Sunday of Advent  (Year A in the Cycle of Readings)  
The Day of The Lord 

Isaiah 2:1-5  The Lord gathers all nations together into the eternal peace of God’s kingdom. 
Psalm 122:  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
Romans 13:11-14 Our salvation is near. 
Matthew 24:37-44 Stay awake so that you may be ready. 

First Sunday of Advent                   7 Dec 

Our Baptism with the Holy Spirit and Fire 

Isaiah 11:1-10  He judges the wretched with integrity. 
Psalm 71:  Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever 

Romans 15:4-9 Christ is the Saviour of all people. 
Matthew 3:1-12 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

Ethical Christmas Market  
Sunday 7 December  

Devonport Community 
House 10-3 

Gifts/Clothing/Toys 



From the Diocese  
Catholic Caring Foundation’s Christmas 
Appeal Give a gift to help families and 
people in need. Please support the Caring 
Foundation’s Christmas appeal through 
your donations and prayers.  Your 
donation will have double the impact! 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God.”  Take home our 
newsletter, and donation card, or 
visit www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call 
(09) 360 3012.  

DECEMBER 2 WEBINAR – 50 Years of 
Proclaiming the Gospel: In December 
1975, St Paul VI published his landmark 
apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi. 
It identified evangelisation as the task of 
all Christian people, not just clergy and 
religious, and noted that it required both 
word and authentic witness. Join Bishop 
John Adams of Palmerston North, Catholic 
Enquiry Centre director Carly Mulqueen 
and Te Kupenga – Catholic Theological 
College director Dr John Evangelista as 
they share their insights on the wisdom of 
the document and how it can be lived out 
in today's context. The event is live at 7pm 
on Tuesday, December 2. Register 
at: https://bit.ly/december2webinar  

SCRIPTURE FOCUS THIS ADVENT: You are 
invited to prepare for Sunday Mass by 
reading and reflecting on the Scripture we 
will hear that weekend. Marist priest Fr 
Frank Bird has for several years been 
helping people make those preparations 
through his Living the Word project. You 
can download the resources, and access 
other rich content, 
at www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray  
Celebration Youth Mass | Sunday 7th 
December 4:30pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral:   

St Patrick’s Adventure at Auckland Zoo! 

This 
week, St 
Patrick 
enjoyed a 
fantastic 
day of 
learning 
at 
Auckland 
Zoo. Our 
tamariki 
explored 
various animal habitats, from lush rainforests 
to dry savannahs, and discovered how 
different creatures are uniquely adapted to 
their environments. Auckland Zoo’s interactive 
zones and knowledgeable staff helped bring 
our learning to life. It was an inspiring, hands-

on experience for everyone.  
Family Picnic - all welcome 

On Friday 5th December St Leo’s will be 
hosting a Family picnic in the school grounds 
from 4-6pm.  We will be selling wood-fired 
pizzas, sausages and drinks.  Eftpos available. 
Request for Sponsorship Support 

We are looking for generous sponsors to 
support families at our St Leo’s School by 
contributing either to attendance dues or a full 
scholarship for a student in need. A full 
scholarship would cover attendance dues, BOT 
fees, school excursions, and stationery, 
ensuring every child can fully engage in school 
life without financial barriers.                         
Your support can make a real and immediate 
difference for a child and their whānau, 
helping them access the rich learning 
experiences and opportunities that St Leo’s 
offers. If you can assist or want more 
information, please get in touch with the 
school office at office@stleos.school.nz. We 
would be grateful for your partnership and 
generosity. 
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Address: 2A Albert Road, Devonport, Auckland, 0624   
Tel: +64 (09) 445-0078  

Email: office@devonportcatholic.org.nz 

     Website: www.devonportcatholic.org.nz  
Facebook: St Francis de Sales & All Souls   

Parish Priest: Rev Fr  Neil Darragh  
neil@devonportcatholic.org.nz 

Pastoral Assistant: Stephen Bell   
Parish Secretary: Kathleen Petrie 

Parish Bank Account: BNZ 02-0108– 0706881-000 

 

St Leo’s Catholic School: (09) 445-9339 www.stleos.school.nz 

St Leo’s Catholic School Principal:  Vimi Chandra 

Proprietor’s Reps:  Julia Strickett, Anna Rumble, Paulene Walsh 

 

Parish Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  9:00am to 12 noon 

closed Wednesdays 

Masses  next weekend 

Sat: 5.30pm  Sun: 9.30am  
Masses  during the coming week 

Wednesday and  Friday 12 noon 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday 5pm 

Ministry Reminders 

Flowers  Sue Story 
 

Counters 

30/11 Kate Kearins & John 
 Knight 

7/12 Jeremy & Maria 

Hospitality 

30/11 

7/12  Francisca  
Altar Servers  
30/11  Rosemary  Dobbs 

              Grace Rumble 

7/12 Takuira brothers, 
Levente Ven 

Children’s Liturgy Leaders 

30/11  Anna & Will Rumble 

7/12  Stephen & Bella 
Albrecht 

• Wed 3 Dec:  St Francis Xavier, priest. Born 1506 in Spain, an original member of the Society 
of Jesus with St Ignatius – he took vows of poverty and chastity, and committed himself to 
evangelize the pagans. He was a great missionary who preached in Goa, South East Asia, 
and Japan – where he landed in 1549. He learned Japanese and formed a church that 
endured long drawn-out persecution. Died while on his way from Goa to China, in 1552. 
Patron of foreign missions.  

• Thurs 4 Dec: St John Damascene, priest & doctor of the Church. Born about 675. After 
holding public office, he withdrew to the monastery of Sabos near Jerusalem. He wrote 
“The Fount of Wisdom”, a comprehensive teaching on Christian doctrine, which had great 
influence on later theology. He died about 750. 

• Sat 6 Dec: St Nicholas, bishop. Bishop of Myra in Lycia in the 3rd century. Very little is 
known in fact of his life, though a great tradition has grown around him and popular 
devotion to him from early times. It’s said that his incorrupt body exuded the odour of 
myrrh with healing property. Stories of his generosity led to a tradition of giving gifts in his 
name at Christmas time, hence his association with the season. 

Food for Faith:  Daily Advent  encouragement 
and reflections from Fr John O’Connor  every 
morning in your inbox.  Sign up at 
www.foodforfaith.org.nz  to prepare for 
Christmas. 

DAVID– animated musical story of the 
Shepherd-King in cinemas from 18 
December. It’s an ideal family outing 
that inspires children and parents alike 
to reflect on the Christmas message . 
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