DEVONPORT CATHOLIC
PARISH
St Francis de Sales & All Souls

2a Albert Road, Devonport, Auckland, 0624

Meril Kirimihete kL te katoa,
Merry Christmas Bveryone
cspcciamd people visiting our
church or new to the area!
read on for a glimepse of our
parish life,

CHRISTMAS BULLETIN 2024

Our Parish Mission is to help butld the reign
of God, working towards the wellbelng of all
people, and of the earth,

We gather as a fatth community for Mass
each weekend and durlng the week, but
there are also prayer groups for Rosary,
Meditative Prayer, and Bible Study.—
with home baking!

Our Gardening Guild meets every Monday
to weed, plant, trim and rake, and every) so
often catch a vat in the traps set on the
mauga to preserve native flora and fauna,
This year they have completely replaced the
Lavender hedge with heritage cuttings,
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The Sisters of Merey) were a significant
presence tn Devonport from the very
[early days, rowing across the harbour to
[begin teaching at St Leo's, called after
the convent they had left behind in
[carlow, treland, The Parish Hall was the
original school butlding, housing several
classes, They supported thewmselves by
giving private music lessons; the music
above was transeribed by hand by Sister
Mary Hilary, and played by Mrs Beryl
Grant, mother of Judith, a present
parishioner, for a solemn sung Mass,
Note the stricter instructions thew: take
a breath at a comma If You must.
Elsewhere oo not breathel

So we're bullding a Columbarium...
what's a Columbarium?

A Colundbarium is a place where the ashes of
those who have been cremated may be placed
b perpetuity,

More andl wmore Catholics ave choostng to be
cremated, and in the 2016 vatican
dlocument Ls states “ the ashes of the
faithful must be Latd to rest tn a sacred
place, that s, tn a cewetery or, in certain
cases, in a church or awn area, which has been
set astoe for this purpose.” We already have
a gmvegam on chureh Land heve, and a
crypt butlt tnto the back wall of the church
where a small wumber of ashes are
contatned. For several years, the project of a
permanent Columbarivm—a sacred,
prayerful, beautiful space where the remaing
of Loved ones can be safely stored - has been
underway, thanks to the gift of a generous
donor. We ave veady to commence butlding
early next year on the western side of the
Chureh,

For further information, please contact the
Parish secretary).




we've come a long way ...

Fr Michael Furlong was our first restoent priest, an
Irishman who came to NZ the year he was ordained,
1902, For the first 14 years his parish took in the
whole of the North Shore—travelled by horse and cart!
He stayed in Devonport for 57 years, and brought the
sacraments to many generations, Ow his right tn the
photo above is Kay MeKellar, who was basptised,
confirmed and marvied by Fr Furlong, Her sister Jane
-Mary Menzies is below left, Kay's eldest son Hugh
is one of the altar boys in the procession to re-dedicate
the chureh in 1969,

A catholic church was
sailed across the harbour
from Auckland in 1821 by
a Portuguese contractor
Awntonio Martin, whose
relative Montcea still Lives
in the parish and finds
everything she could ever
want hevel The present
chureh was built arowund
the simaller woodew chapel
and opened in 1919,

want to Rinow more?

Visit our website www.devonporteatholic.org.nz or

Facebook page st Francis de Sales and AlL Souls

office@devonporteatholic.org.nz

You can contact the Parish Priest, Fr Nell darragh, the
Pastoral Assistant Stephen Bell, or the Parish Secretary,
Kath Petrie on the office phone 445 007€ or by email :

we Look forward to getting to know You better!
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